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erection and maintenance of temples.   It is true that idols

and temples were a part of Jainism from very early times.

But the form they took and the spirit which animated them

in Karnataka were more or less in line with the theistic

institution of worship.   We come across " numerous Jaina

grants* mentioning "acts of piety either in the shape of

building or endowing temples for their upkeep, repairs or

carrying .on the eightfold worship of the GodsV   Devotio-

nal lyrics have been composed by Jaina poets in Kannada

on Candranatha, Gommata etc*   They are as sincere and

prayerful  as the  Saiva or Vaisnava songs.8   Stanzas in

praise of one Tlrthankara or the other occur in the course

of Jaina Puranas in Kannada   like the ' Adi Purana ' of

Pampa and the " Ramacandracarita Purana " of Nagacan-

dra.   It is not always that such verses essentially depart

from Jaina ideology.   But some of them do tend towards

the devotional ardour, that is characteristic of the Bhakti

school and they effect a nice blending of the Jaina doctrine

" Victorious, though without words, are the sayings
uttered by the Tirthankaras. Obeisance to the universal
spirit Jina, who is Siva, Dhatr (Brahma), Sugata (Buddha),
and Vis$u". In Kannada verse, that follows here, the
blessings of all these Gods are invoked.
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